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Celebrate ExploreClimate
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Have you, like me, been wondering about what you could do to mitigate
against the heat waves we have been experiencing whilst at the same
time being aware that the cost of gas and electricity needed to heat
our homes will no doubt be rising again this winter? The one thing that
is now clear is that the climate is changing and along with it our lives. 
Then there are the wider costs that are a consequence of climate
change. Food prices are rising as farmers’ yields fall due to ‘bad
weather’! This bad weather included a particularly wet and stormy
autumn and spring. Now, the hot weather in June and July means that
the oceans surrounding our shores are having their own heat wave. This
means that the seas will be at their warmest in the autumn. Warm seas
lead to more moisture being picked up by the winds that sweep across
the Atlantic. This moisture will then fall as rain onto hardened and dry
land causing flash floods due to surface run off. So we face another
cost as our insurance premiums rise. These rises will become even
worse when the support provided by the Government to help those
living on a flood plain is removed in 2039. 

When people say we cannot afford to move to green energy, often the
costs of doing nothing do not feature in their arguments. For instance,
who is going to pay to instal the air conditioning needed in all our
schools up and down the country; the ‘taxpayer’, you and I, of course!
More importantly, in their effort to argue for a maintenance of the
status quo whereby we continue to burn fossil fuels, a presumption is
made. Namely, that these fuels will remain cheap and available which
ignores the geopolitical reality of today. Not to mention the nature of
many of the regimes our petro dollars finance.

Saying all this is not intended to fill you with despair but rather to
encourage us to be truthful with ourselves and our fellow citizens. As
Christians, being truthful, ‘telling it as it is’, is important. We do not do
this from a position of doom and gloom but from one of hope and
confidence. 

We believe our God to be the Creator and Sustainer of his creation. ‘In
the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth… God saw of 
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 everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.’ – Genesis 1:1,
31. This is important because rather than feeling helpless and hopeless, we
know that in our efforts to care for creation we are aligning ourselves with
our God who is active in the world. So, too, we recognise that there are
issues of social justice involved in this climate change crisis and, as
followers of Jesus, we know that we are morally obliged to stand with those
adversely affected. Christians know that ‘Closing our ears to the voices of
those most vulnerable to climate change would be nothing less than giving
up our claim to be disciples of Christ.’ (Hope in God’s Future 2009).

I know the moment we mention social justice we tend to think of places in
Africa, Asia or the Pacific Region. However, the impact is being felt here,
too. We should be concerned to see ambulances waiting in queues outside
hospitals in both summer and winter. Vulnerable people, especially in poor
quality accommodation or financial need, find themselves adversely affected
by the heat in summer and cold in winter. The excess death figures during
hot and cold spells reveal the real, yet hidden, impact of climate change.
These figures are not just numbers but actual people and their family and
friends who mourn and experience pain in their loss.

Nigel

The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre has thanked the Methodist people for
their part in a donation of almost £5,000 from the Middle East Justice
Appeal. The money has been put to immediate use during the current crisis
in Gaza.
Violette Mubarak, General Director at the Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre,
commented, “Within so much devastation, we endeavour to rebuild, restore,
and always seek opportunities to renew hope. We are grateful for the
encouragement and support of all our international friends.”
David Hardman, Methodist Liaison Officer in Jerusalem, commented,
“Princess Basma is a long-standing partner of the Methodist Liaison Office
and works with children and young people with disabilities across the West
Bank, from their base on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. The love and
support that is offered to the children goes far beyond medical care.
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NO!
 

“There Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood. He bound his son,
Isaac, and laid him on top of the wood. He reached out for the knife to slay
his son.
Then Abraham looked at the knife and looked at his son. He looked up to
heaven and in a loud voice said: 'No! I cannot do what you ask'.
And God smiled and said: , Now I know that you are ready to be a leader of
nations'.“ - unauthorised version.
 
The ending of the original story cannot justify the demand which God made.
The requirement to kill the son as a test of obedience is abhorrent. We
cannot, of course, sit in judgement on the storyteller. Likely enough he was
writing long after Abraham lived. It is possible that its target is those who
still believed that among the first fruits to be sacrificed to God was the
firstborn son.
 
The story remains a dilemma for us. First because it has since been used as a
crude template to interpret the meaning of the crucifixion, where the Father
is said to sacrifice his own son for the sins of the world. But what would we
have thought if, in the parable of the Prodigal Son, the father had killed the
elder brother to enable him to forgive the younger? The idea would be
unthinkable.

 
Second, it raises the question of how we can recognise the voice of God. Did
God give the command to Abraham or was he impelled by his own sense of
obligation? Was it indeed God who commanded the Hebrews to slaughter the
men, women and children of the Canaanites? Should they not have said:
“No!”? How many fanatics, past and present, believe that they should do
dreadful things because God has called them? It is not for nothing that
humanity has evolved what we call conscience and, however this has come
about, is it not also a gift of God?
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Around the Circuit

Ledbury News

It was inevitable, of course. On the day when solar panels are fitted, you
can almost guarantee that the weather will not be “normal”. The cynic will
say that it will pour with the rain, whilst the optimist will expect wall-to-wall
sunshine. On this occasion, the optimists were right. The temperature was
31C in the shade (I was clever, and stayed out of the shade) and within
minutes, the dials were whirring and we had generated enough electricity to
light up the Blackpool Tower. Well, almost. Full praise to the workmen who
carried on despite the heat, and we now look forward to seeing what the
effects of this will be.

It was also too hot for comfort on both days when we had scheduled new
Bible study sessions. There was little choice but to postpone them – it
would have been potentially dangerous to ask folk to come out when the
temperature was around 32C, and it would have been very hard to
concentrate on the subject in hand. We are going ahead with a two session
study in August though (on August 4 and 18 ) when Martyn Sanders will
be helping us look at the first chapters of Genesis.

th th

In my own church tradition, a would-be minister was asked to test his call -
by taking time, by consulting experienced ministers, and by seeking the
advice of family and friends. On wider matters, we have to measure the wide
miscellany of biblical writings by the best within them. Its ethical teaching
has to stand with the prophetic call to “do justice, love mercy, and walk
humbly before God”. As for the above story, we remember Jesus’ teaching
that “whoever hurts one of these children – it were better for him to be cast
into the depths of the sea”.

Perhaps the choice is between seeing God as an absolute monarch, who
directs everything and everyone or as a father raising his children to be
independent. Is this not why Jesus could expect his listeners to work things
out for themselves (Luke 12:57)

Graham
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The town’s Community Day was a success for the town – but not for us! All
morning, we only had one visitor! But, strangely, this was a lady who had
access to some grant money and wondered if we might be able to use
some…. 
 
Congratulations to Caroline on her amazing swimming marathon. I’m not sure
I could walk 10,000 metres these days, let alone swim it. And in achieving
this, she raised a magnificent sum for the Hereford based Yeleni Cancer
Support. Many congratulations again.
 
Talking of marathons, the town recently organised a “Masefield Marathon” –
not an energetic sprint round the town, but an 8 hour reading of much of John
Masefield’s poetry and prose - John Masefield, a former Poet Laureate, was,
of course, born in Ledbury. At least four of our members took part in this, so
good that LMC was well represented amongst the volunteer readers.
 
As we near our goal of gaining the Eco Gold Award, there was another Litter
Pick and Swap Shop in June (with further such events in August), and we are
also encouraging people to sit outdoors for 15 minutes and record how many
butterflies flutter by in that time – all part of the Big Butterfly Count. And you
get a very colourful identification chart to help you. And just across the road
from the church, the adopted garden is doing very well – many thanks to the
small number of people who are looking after this.

 
And finally, our church Anniversary will be marked on the first weekend in
August, and we are delighted to welcome back Jude Levermore, the
Connexion’s Head of Mission.
 
Enjoy your summer, and hoping that you neither melt nor freeze in our
unpredictable climate!
 
Brian
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19 ‘God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession,like men
condemned to die in the — ’ (1 Corinthians 4:9) (5)
22 Follower of a theological system characterized by a strong belief in
predestination (9)
24 ‘Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to— the ropes’
(Jeremiah 38:12) (3)
25 They brought together all the elders of the Israelites in Egypt (Exodus
4:29) (5,3,5)

Down
1 The season when kings ‘go off to war’ (2 Samuel 11:1) (6)
2 Simon Peter’s response to Jesus by the Sea of Galilee: ‘Go away from me,
Lord; I am a — man’ (Luke 5:8) (6)
3 Beaten with whips (1 Kings12:11) (8)
4 ‘You shall not — adultery’ (Exodus 20:14) (6)
5 Encourage (Hebrews 10:24) (4)
6 Service of morning prayer in the Church of England (6)
7 ‘Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you, and — — him
in your heart by faith with thanksgiving’ (4,2)

Across
8 One of the titles given to
the Messiah in Isaiah’s
prediction (Isaiah 9:6)
(6,2,5)
9 International Nepal
Fellowship (1,1,1)
10 Single(1Corinthians7:27)
(9)
11 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s
seminal book about Soviet
prison camps, The —
Archipelago (5)
13 Treachery(2Kings11:14)
(7)
16 Of India(anag.)(2,3,2)
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12 Run(anag.)(3)
14 Member of 17th-century party that denied the right of autonomy to the
Church (8)
15 ‘We will triumph with our tongues; we—our lips’(Psalm12:4) (3)
16 Earnings(1Corinthians16:2)(6)
17 ‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that——you have renewed your concern for
me’ (Philippians 4:10) (2,4)
18 How Paul described Philemon (Philemon 1)(6)
20 Multiple territories under the rule of a single state(Daniel11:4)(6)
21 ‘You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women,—to Israel’s
guilt’ (Ezra 10:10) (6)
23 This month(abbrev.)(4)

Malcolm and I were married on August 13th, 1966, at Wallington and
Carshalton Congregational Church (now URC). We met as students in
Birmingham. I was at Westhill Teacher Training College and Malcolm was at
Handsworth Methodist Theological College. A friend of mine knew one of
Malcolm's friends ! North and South met, as Malcolm was born in Yorkshire
and I in Surrey. We have lived in 8 circuits and 10 manses! We have three
wonderful daughters and seven grandchildren. We have never regretted
retiring to Hereford 21 years ago and are so pleased to be part of the family
of St John's. Thank you to all who have befriended and supported us.
Mary Brookes



 
I attended the Trinity Codsall Methodist Church for their Bloom Day and it
was fantastic! There was a Bloom booklet guide to follow and on the
brochure’s introduction you were encouraged to go to each area where you
got a sticker for the booklet and a coloured ribbon to go on the wooden ring
provided at the entrance gate.
 
There were 2 food stations where Street Banquet and Wolves Waste Not
catered for those who attended - both are charities catering for the Street
Community/outreach and they use surplus food from supermarkets to make
the meals.
 
There were different bands playing on the Innovation Stage throughout the
day including a Zimbabwean choir with drums! There were plenty of
workshops in the hall to get our minds thinking of the churches’ futures
which echoed our [St. John’s] Vision Day.
 
There was story telling, puppet plays, craft areas and even a games area
manned by Phil. It was an amazing day of fellowship and over 200 people
attended the event.
 
The day finished with a communion service and I drove back to the campsite
where I was staying with a very happy heart.
 
Sarah Bowring
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Brenda joined the Church family at St Owen's Street Methodist Church (now
St John's) when she and her family moved to Hereford.
Brenda always had a smile on her face. She was an excellent listener and
had great faith but also loved a laugh. She was Church Reader. Always read
from the heart.
She and her family joined in many activities.
Brenda assisted in cooking the monthly Sunday lunch which many attended.
They were delicious. We must not forget the Welsh cakes. They too were
very delicious and were readily and lovingly made when necessary.
She was a member of the Drama Group and took part in many productions.
Whenever there was a social event held Brenda read a poem or story in her
wonderful Welsh accent.
Brenda was a large part of lunch club greeting members with a smile a chat,
collecting the money and ensuring it was correct at the end.
Her knitting and crocheting were amazing and it was wonderful to see so
many figures around the church at the Thanksgiving service.
Many of us will have remarkable memories of Brenda who will not be
forgotten. Let us Clap our Hands with Joy that we were privileged to know
Dear Brenda.
Beryl W
 
The family of Brenda Philipps would like to thank the ministers and members
of St John’s for their support and contributions at our beloved mam’s
celebration. Special thanks go to the ladies who provided the refreshments
and endless cups of tea. We received donations of £350 split between Smile
Train and Cancer Research UK. 
Brenda certainly went forth with peace and joy. 
Coral
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An example of Brenda’s work
(left) and a tribute to her (right) 
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After I received some amazing donations of knitted cardigans and jumpers
for newborn babies, from St John’s, Lindsay Coles (Ross on Wye) W.I. and a
wonderful lady who comes into Oxfam in Ross, Rosi Taylor thought I should
tell the circuit what it was all about!

Some of you will know about our church in Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex ,
in the Teddington Circuit, where I spent my first !! years, before I married
Simon and we moved, permanently, to Herefordshire. In about 2010, that
church had a “Way Forward” audit of what we could or couldn’t do in the
future. The prayerful outcome was to choose one or two things, do them
well and admit that as a small church we could not do everything that we
wanted to do!

One member with a nursing background had come across a project, based
in Sheffield, called Baby Basics and she went to visit. She was inspired by
what they did. Clients are Mums-to-be (or very new Mums), who are
referred by midwives, health visitors or social workers. They can be victims
of domestic abuse, refugees/ asylum seekers, women in prisons, those on
low incomes etc, who are assessed as needing support.

We had a less used, small, Sunday School room that could be adapted as
the collection/putting together/distribution point for completed Moses
baskets for these clients. So, in 2014, with a group of volunteers, they
started Baby Basics Sunbury. 

They sort donations of preloved newborn clothes (given then, to others, to
wash at home), changing mats and sheets, toiletries, nappies, wipes,
babygros and sleepsuits and a small soft toy and newly made knitted
cardigans and jumpers!! Everything to fill a Moses basket. If possible, 3
baskets are left fully “ready” to be collected, for when a call comes in to
the co-Ordinator. This continues, every week, for 2-3 hours on a Wednesday
afternoon.



BB also receives financial support from charitable foundations, local
supermarkets, local schools, church and circuit members, Rotary and other
philanthropic organisations and private individuals. From April 2014, they
provided 61 baskets in that year. To date they have provided 2905!!

So why here and now? I casually asked at the Women’s Breakfast one 
week if anyone knew any knitters and if they could be asked to knit said
jumpers/cardigans, hence the wonderful response.

We do not know the recipients but get feedback from the referrers, from
some, saying how delighted they are that folks care enough to provide them
with these baskets.

If you want to know more about BB in general or specifically Sunbury, then
the links are below.  Similarly, if you know anyone who would like to help,
please get in touch. Thank you.

Lynne Richardson, Ledbury

PS Following the start of BB at Sunbury, our sister church in Hampton,
Middlesex, started the Extra Mile for older children/families and this
includes collecting clothes, toys, buggies, bicycles etc. They too have been
overwhelmed by the need and also immense gratitude.
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baby-basics.org.uk
Registered charity no. 1168099

Baby Basics UK
Suite 1, Albion House

Sackville Street, Sheffield S4 7UD
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This month, on the 29th, we remember John the Baptist. By all
accounts, he had a rough life. He grew up in obscurity, lived in the
desert on a diet of bugs. He wore itchy camel hair. He worked in the
heat of the sun, constantly challenging people, and wading in and
out of muddy Jordan waters to baptise many. Then he was arrested
and kept in a reeking, infested dungeon until one day they cut his
head off. Not much comfort in that life. Yet the Bible tells us that of
all the people in history, no one has even been born who was as
great as him. Why? Because of the unique calling God gave him,
which was to prepare the way for the coming ministry of his Son,
Jesus. Jesus did not have an easy life, either.
 

John
Baptist
Rough
Obscurity
Desert
Bugs
Camel
Heat
Sun
Challenge
Muddy
Jordan
Arrested
Dungeon
Head
Cut
History
Great
Unique
prepare
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Royal Mail has converted about 3,500 of the old trusty
red post-boxes into digital affairs, out of the 115,000
post-boxes in the country.
The new solar-powered digital post-boxes feature a solar
panel roof, a built-in barcode scanner, and an extra-large
drawer that accepts parcels up to shoebox size.
The idea is that the solar panels on top capture sunlight
to power the digital scanner and automated drawer
mechanism. So, then all you have to do is to scan the 2D
barcode on your pre-paid parcel label, using the box’s
scanner to automatically open the large drawer.
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The traditional letter slot remains, for regular stamped mail.
As for proof of posting? You use the Royal Mail app on your phone to
track and request confirmation when you drop off an item.
If you don’t want to download an app or use a printer, the good news is
that you can still send your parcels as before, at a post office counter.
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