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Greetings folks,
We are in that strange time of the year, when we don’t know whether to
have the heating on or not! When the sun is shining we go out without a
coat and then it rains! We got so used to a hot and dry summer that I think
I’ve forgotten what to do when it’s cold or wet.
Having just had Harvest Festival at St John’s and also at Ledbury, (Bromyard
comes soon), we are all mindful that the hot and dry summer has given our
farming community a number of problems with crop failures, low yields and
smaller vegetables and fruits. 
The talk by Sharon from “We are Farming Minds”, highlighted for us in the
service at St John’s how much stress our farmers are under, and how we
need to remember to pray for them, as they carry so many hidden burdens.
I have included below the prayer we used and overleaf is the poster with a
QR code if anyone would like to make a donation to such a worth cause.
Here is the prayer:-

We pray for farmers and all who work in agriculture.
For those preparing fields,
 planting crops,
 looking after livestock,
 working long hours and making difficult decisions.
We pray for those facing financial pressures,
 uncertain weather,
 poor harvests,
 changing regulations and an uncertain future.
We pray especially for farmers and farming families
 who feel lonely, exhausted, anxious or overwhelmed.
We give thanks for the work of We Are Farming Minds,
 and for all those who offer support, friendship, counselling and a listening
ear.
Give them wisdom and compassion as they walk alongside people in difficult
times, and help us to become a community where nobody feels that they
have to struggle alone.
Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer.

Amen
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To St Luke, whose feast-day is 18th October, we owe a beautifully
written gospel as well as the Book of Acts. He was a Greek physician and
faithful travelling companion to St Paul. Under house arrest near the
end of his life Paul noted, ‘only Luke is with me’. Luke’s gospel focuses
on the compassion of Christ, and offers us moving parables, such as the
Good Samaritan and Prodigal Son. Women figure more prominently in
Luke’s gospel than in any other: look out for the extended story of the
Virgin Birth, and stories of Mary, Elizabeth, and the woman who was a
sinner. His gospel also features more poor people, more lepers, more
‘sinners’, who are all shown to be ‘inside’ the love of Christ. In Acts, Luke
skilfully links sacred and profane history, as subsequent archaeology
has shown. He tells of how the early Christians moved away from
Jerusalem into the pagan world, and especially on to Rome.
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viewpoints on a range of questions relevant to the concept of “Where are we
now?” and “How do we get to where we would like to be?”

It was a privilege to be part of this initial ‘conversation’ and to consider the
ways in which we might usefully progress. We are aware too that we need
to embrace the good practice of the past, including it in plans for the future.

To any of our members who are suffering loss. or ill health…and others who
touch our community at any point, we invite you to reach out via your
Pastoral Visitor initially. You are not alone.

To keep our faith we must follow the words of our Lord,
The words, that as children we were taught.

To love one another, as the good book portrays,
And to help those folks, who have gone astray.

To recognise distress, when we look around,
And to share God’s love, which can always be found.

To share our bread, when we see those in need,
Brothers and Sisters – we must take heed.

For the elderly, the needy who around us stay,
Stir us to action, dear Lord we pray.

Help us give freely, to make all secure,
To tend to the hungry, the lonely and poor.

Our faith decrees, we carry this on,
To love all and give daily, from early morn.

To-day and forever, we must follow His words,
Those words of guidance to fulfil His good works.

Moyra Taylor
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Taking the bull by the horns to tackle mental health in the
Herefordshire farming community
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